Shefford Apiary Hive Records 2010
	1
	Double Brood box. Queen marked Green.
18/4 Bees in top box only. Queen Y, Eggs Y, Larvae Y. Added frames of food to bottom box.

25/4 Bottom box full of bees, food and brood. Some Drone brood. 2 Qcups. OK for food. Added 1 super.

3/5 Building well. Queen Y, Eggs Y, Larvae Y. 5 frames brood in both boxes.

9/5 Bottom box 5 fr brood, top box 5 frames. Emptied mesh floor of chalk brood. 2 queen cups.  Added super frame for drone culling.

16/5 Queen Y, Eggs Y, Larvae Y.  Several Queen cells and Larvae in both boxes. Artificial Swarm to 8 and 9.   Moved bees into Paul Bascombe hive.

23/5  Queen lost, plenty of queen cells.

30/5 QC sealed. Plenty of bees. 

6/6 2 queen cells, one emerged, the other I opened and released the queen (pulled virgin) caused a laugh. No mites

13/6 Queen has emerged, no E or L yet.

20/6 Q not seen but eggs and small larvae

27/6 Q Not see, Eggs Y, Larvae Y. 1 mite counted. Bees  only covering 2 frames so suggest adding 2 frames sealed brood next week.

4/7 Qy Ey Ly

11/7 Added 2 Frames Brood from 12
18/7 Queen laying but building slowly. Feed.
19/7 Fed with sugar syrup

24/7 Fed with sugar syrup

1/8 Fed with sugar syrup. 1 Varroa Mite

9/8 Brood checked OK, low Varroa count.  Feeding.

15/8 Feeding

22/8 6 mites (3 per week). Apiguard applied

	2
	Swarm  from Wally Thrale 2009, Queen marked Yellow/White.  WBC hive.
18/4 new Brood box and fresh foundation placed ontop. Heavy Chalk Brood.

25/4 Top box ½ drawn. Some Varroa, chalk brood. 2 fr food in bottom box. Queen Y, Eggs Y, Larvae Y. Some Drone Larvae. No Drones, no QCups.

3/5 Heavy Chalk Brood. No varroa. Queen Y, Eggs Y, Larvae Y

6/5 Chalk brood. Queen Y, Eggs Y, Larvae Y. 7 frames brood bottom box, 4 fr top box.

9/5 Emptied Floor, changed to Mesh Floor.

16/5 Queen Y, Eggs Y, Larvae Y. Split brood boxes with QE and put Queen in top box. Added 1 super.

23/5 Chalk brood reduced. Queen Y, Eggs Y, Larvae Y.

30/5 No Chalk brood. QE reduced to let Queen lay in both boxes. Queen Y, Eggs Y, Larvae Y

6/6 Some  DWV,  Q not seen, desperate need for more supers. The one is full.

No sign of Chalk Brood.  The shallow comb had the sealed drone brood cut off and returned.

With a fork removed 10 varroa, unable to uncap other side, it just broke up.

10/6 Cleared 1 super and removed to extract

13/6 Split hive and moved box with Queen Cells to site of Hive 7. Check on 20/6 to see if any more QC have been drawn

17/6 Put 1 extracted super back on 

20/6 Q ok bee space abused gave comb from empty nuc. The other empty 
nuc is raising mice they were evicted!

27/6 Changed back to being a Double Brood box. Quuen Y, Eggs Y, Larvae Y

11/7 3 supers to extract.

18/7 extracted 2 supers. Some brood in supers (2 frames). Hive checked and queen was in bottom box. 

24/7 Queen cells in super with brood, removed. 

1/8 No more Queen cells. Drones released from Super boxes.

8/8 Drones released. 

15/8 Empty and Full Supers removed

19/8 Clearer Board added to clear down final empty Super

22/8 Apiguard applied. Empty super removed

	3
	7/4/10 Gill Brewer Swarm from 2009 (very skinny queen marked white). Moved to apiary.

Some Food frames, 4 fr brood.

3/5 6fr brood, no varroa visible. 20 mite count. Hive Clean.

6/5 Queen Y, Eggs Y, Larvae Y

9/5 Queen X, Eggs Y, Larvae Y. Some Drones, 30 mite count. Hive Clean

16/5 Queen Y, Eggs Y, Larvae Y. 8fr brood. 22 mite count. Hive clean. Added 1 super. Some Dr Brood.

23/5 Queen Y, Eggs Y, Larvae Y. Mite count 22. Hive clean.
30/5 Queen Y, Eggs Y, Larvae Y. Some Q Cups
6/6 Q seen No Queen cells. All Ok but not in super. 6 mites
13/6 Found unmarked Queen in hive, went to mark her but she flew away. Need to check on 20/6 to see if original queen still there.  Mite count 4.
20/6 Qy, Ey, Ly
27/6 Drone Comb removed from Super Frame. 1 mite counted in Drones. 10 mites counted on tray (2 weeks drop).

4/7 Drawing frames well in both boxes. No Varroa seen

11/7 Twitchy. Needs 1 super

12/7 added 1 super

18/7 removed 2 supers to extract

24/7 OK

1/8 15 mites

8/8 Brood twitchy and stinging. Low Varroa count

15/8 Empty and full supers removed.

19/8 Moved QE up now Brood ½ 

22/8 12 mites (6 per week). Apiguard applied

	4
	22/4/10 Hive from Gillian Sentinella. Was Brood ½. Very heavy, top box full of food. 
25/4 Queen Clipped and marked Green. Added 1 super. 11 frame brood bottom, 6 frames top box. Lots of food, some Queen Cups and Eggs (destroyed). Some Drones and dr brood.

3/5 Artificial Swarm to box on left. Queen Y. Added 2 fr food and 2 drawn combs to fresh box (cold weather forecast).   Fed 2 litres syrup.
6/5 Full of bees. Removed feeder.

16/5 Queen Y, Eggs Y, Larvae Y. OK, drawing well.

23/5 Queen Y, Eggs Y, Larvae Y. Added 2 supers.

30/5 Queen Y, Eggs Y, Larvae Y. Some Qcups, may need to split again.

6/6 Bad tempered and stinging, While I was doing it and talking I suddenly realised that every one was standing 20 yards behind me?  Any way Q seen, some cups but empty, three full supers needs more.

If that was a box of foundation they have drawn the lot and filled it with brood, it needs supers removing and new ones given.

10/6 very bad tempered, added 2 empty supers, put clearer board on to clear down 2 supers

12/6 removed cleared supers. Added clearer board to clear down last full super

13/6 Killed original Queen and united in Queen and brood from Hive 7 (WBC nuc). 

17/6 Put 1 extracted super back on top of clearer board

20/6 Bees still in your face but not stinging, just got one up my 
trouser leg! New Q not seen but eggs everywhere in both boxes. the first 
super is full but not capped.

27/6 Queen N, Eggs Y, Larvae Y. Very twitchy still. Would recommend not inspecting on 4/7 as plenty of space for Q to lay. Just check Supers

11/7 Needs another super

12/7 1 super added

18/7 removed 2 supers to extract

24/7 Added clearer boards

28/7 2 supers robbed out as badly fitting roof allowed access. Roof and clearer board replaced. 

30/8 Robbing stopped

1/8 Robbing stopped. 2 Varroa mites

8/8 Brood OK. Low Varroa count

15/8 Clearer board added to clear final 3 supers

19/8 final supers and clearer board removed

22/8 18 mites (9 per week). Apiguard applied

	5 (Iain Fraser)
	22/4 Moved from Turvey, light, fed 2 litres syrup
25/4 4 fr brood, sufficient food. Queen N, Eggs Y, Larvae Y. Some Dr brood, 1 varroa mite seen.

3/5 Queen Y, Eggs Y, Larvae Y. Some drones. Plenty of space, no varroa.

9/5 Queen Y, Eggs Y, Larvae Y . Some Q cups. 1 super added.  7 fr brood, 2 fr food.

16/5 Queen N, Eggs Y, Larvae Y. 8 fr brood. 

23/5 Lots of Q Cells, Couldn’t find Queen. Shook all bees into bottom box, split with QE’s left brood and QC in top box.

24/5 Split Brood and QC to new site (hive 10).

30/5 Queen lost, very few bees in hive. Merged with hive 10.  Spare equipment moved away.
27/6 New  Hive in Box 5 started with swarm  from Equipment pile.

4/7 Queen seen, EY

11/7 Qx, Ey, Ly

18/7 Qy, Ey, Ly. Added 1 super

24/7 OK

1/8 2 Varroa mites

8/8 Brood OK, low Varroa count

15/8 OK

22/8 4 mites (2 per week). Apiguard applied

	6
	3/5 Artificial Swarm from Hive 4. 
9/5 Removed excess QC’s.  Moved ½ box to make nuc (Hive 7 in WBC) as plenty of Queen Cells.

16/5 No inspection.

23/5 No inspection. Added 1 super for space.

30/5 Queen laying. Queen N, Eggs Y, Larvae N.

6/6 Small patch sealed brood, lots of larvae but few eggs, Q not seen.
13/6 Queen Y, Eggs Y, Larvae Y. OK

17/6 Put 1 extracted super back on top of clearer board

20/6 Q marked blue ok still a bit runny

27/6 Q N, Eggs Y, Larvae Y

4/7 Drawing supers well

11/7 Qx, Ey, Ly. Needs a super

12/7 Added 1 super

18/7 removed 1 super to extract

24/7 OK

1/8 1 Varroa mite

8/8 Brood OK

15/8 Empty and full super removed

19/8 Made into Brood ½ 

22/8 1 mite (0.5 per week). Apiguard applied

	7 (Paul B No2)
	9/5 Artificial Swarm from Hive 6 (also 4). ½ box to make Nuc.
16/5 Checked for space, OK.

23/5 Lots of Drones in hive. Added 1 frame of worker brood to redress the balance. QC emerged.

30/5  Not laying yet. Hive quiet.

6/6 Shallow box  Q not seen   Small patch of sealed brood plus some eggs. Gave another super of drawn comb so there is empty cells to lay in.

13/6 United Nuc with Hive 4. 

13/6 Moved Top box from Hive 2 onto site (Queen Cells)

17/6 Sorted hive so boxes in the correct order, and moved National Super frames into WBC frames

20/6 emergency q/cs destroyed except one left. I might do something 
with that as well.

27/6 All emergency Queen Cells removed. New Queen in cage introduced. On 4/7 do not inspect, just remove cage. Cage removed.
11/7 Q laying well

18/7 Qy, Ey, Ly. Queen marked Blue

24/7 OK

1/8 12 mites

8/8 Brood OK. Medium Varroa drop

15/8 Clearer board added

19/8 Clearer board and empty super removed

22/8 3 mites (1.5 per week). Apiguard applied

	8
	16/5  Artificial Swarm from Hive 1. Moved Brood and QC (Pin) to new site

23/5 no inspection

30/5 no inspection

6/6 Emerged queen cells. The original one still capped with dead queen. The open mesh floor Appears to be falling to bits, I had to squeeze the sides to get slide to stay in! 10 mites.

13/6 Changed floor. New Queen not laying yet.

17/6 Put 1 extracted super back on

20/6 Q found marked blue, just two combs eggs ok

27/6 Queen N, Eggs Y, Larvae Y

4/7 All ok

11/7 Qx, Ey, Ly

18/7 OK

24/7 OK

1/8 3 Varroa Mites

8/8 Brood OK. Low Varroa mite

15/8 removed full super

19/8 changed into Brood ½ 

22/8 10 mites (5 per week). Apiguard applied

	9
	19/5 Split box from Hive 3, left Queen Cells.
23/5 no inspection

30/5 no inspection

6/6 no inspection

13/6 Queen Y, Eggs Y, Larvae Y. Added 1 super for space

20/6  Q found marked blue lots sealed brood ok

27/6 Queen N, Eggs Y, Larvae Y

4/7 All ok. No Varroa. Not drawing super

11/7 All Ok

18/7 All Ok

24/7 OK

1/8 2 Varroa Mites

8/8 Brood OK, Low Varroa mite

15/8 OK

19/8 removed empty super

22/8 20 mites (10 per week). Apiguard applied

	10 (IF Hive 2)
	23/5 Artificial Swarm from Hive 5. Separated Q from QC. 

24/5 Moved QC and brood to new site.
30/5 Sealed QC seen.

6/6 no inspection

13/6 No Eggs or Larvae yet, but evidence that Egg Laying should start soon (polished cells)

20/6 Richard Smith saw Eggs Q not looked for ok

27/6 Queen N, Eggs Y, Larvae Y

4/7 All OK. No Varroa. Working supers well

11/7 Qy, Ey, Ly

18/7 removed 1 super to extract
24/7 OK

1/8 2 Varroa Mites

8/8 Brood OK, low Varroa count

15/8 Full super removed

19/8 changed into Brood ½ 

22/8 10 mites (5 per week). Apiguard applied

	11
	Swarm (from Hive 5?) arrived 24/5/10. 

30/5 Queen Y, Eggs Y, Larvae N
6/6 no inspection

10/6 added 2 supers, twitchy

13/6 Queen Y, Eggs Y, Larvae Y.  Not twitchy now

20/6 10 frames brood no q/cs q ok.

27/6 Queen Y, Eggs Y, Larvae Y
4/7 Qx, Ey, Ly

11/7 Qx, Ey, Ly

18/7 Qy, Ey, Ly

24/7 OK
1/8 No Varroa Mites

8/8 Brood OK, low Varroa mite

15/8 changed into Brood ½
22/8 6 mites (3 per week). Apiguard applied

	12
	12/6 Nuc appears to have bees in.  Opened roof and queen on top, she flew off, but hopefully returned. Not marked, so assume a virgin queen.

13/6 No sign of Virgin Queen (think she flew back into Hive 3). Moved into National Box as hive was very full of bees. Check on 20th for signs of queen there, if not, unite with another hive

20/6 No Q (assume that is where the virgin came from and never came 
back) no eggs. If I find a spare queen of mine today I will put it in, 
so if you find a small yellow cage leave it alone untill next sunday.

27/6 Queen Laying, both Eggs and Larvae seen.

4/7 Queen laying OK

11/7 Qx, Ey, Ly. 

18/7Qn, Ey, Ly. Saw a wax moth larvae, check next week

24/7 Very few bees.  Qx, Ex, L some sealed

1/8 Few bees. Emerged Q Cell. Some Q Cells with Larvae. Unite? 2 Varroa Mites

8/8 Brood OK, low Varroa count

15/8 ok

22/8 Hive lost due to wasps. Closed up and to be moved/cleaned.

	13

Hive doesn’t have number on yet!
	27/6 Swarm arrived during week and set up home in Equipment pile.

Moved to National Hive next to Hive 10.

11/7 Brood box ½ full. OK Qy, Ey, Ly.

Now called Hive 5 again.




Tasks for 6/6/10

Check any supers for readiness to extract.

Check any artificial swarm hives for laying queens.

General health check on all hives, mite count on floors. Make note of any that need Hive Clean (3?)

WBC hives – make note if they need supers – I’ve only left National ones on site.

Change floor on Hive 8.

Inspect 8, 9, 10 to see if laying yet.

Check if 7 is laying well (super box in WBC). Then kill off queen in Hive 4, and unite together.

Move Nuc 12 into full box and add food frames.

Tasks for 20/6

Find the ‘flighty’ virgin queen that was in Nuc 12 then Hive 3. She could be anywhere!

Check Nuc/National box 12 for any signs of a queen. If nothing, Unite with another hive

Hive 4 – check uniting was successful. 

If you want to put the repaired Mesh Floor back onto Hive 8 – it is in the pile of spare WBC Lifts.

Check if Hive 10 has started Laying.

Hive 7 – I have agreed to let Paul Bascombe adopt this as his second hive. He should be bringing his second hive over on the 20th – swap kit from WBC format to his National.

General Inspection for all other hives.

Tasks for 27/6 

General inspection for all. Add supers if required.

Check Hive 12 for acceptance of Queen (if Andy introduced one).

Check if anything done with Hive 7 (WBC nuc).

Tasks for 4/7
All hives check Varroa trays and count/record mites.

All hives check enough Super space. Some spare supers still in equipment pile. Let me know if I need to bring more over.

Hive 1 – supplement with frames of sealed brood to boost stock. (Not from Hive 4 though!).

Hive 4 – Super check only, we need to let the ‘stingy’ bees die off and new stock replace them.

Hive 7 – remove Queen Cage, do not inspect.

Hive 13 – check if swarm is OK, and if Queen is laying.

Tasks for 18/7 

Remove supers for extraction.

Andy to demonstrate Bee Quick/Fume Boards.

Tasks for 24/7 

Check to see if any more supers need extracting, put on clearer boards

Close up entrances with foam

Change any solid floors to mesh (D&S stock)

Check Varroa trays

Tasks for 1/8 

Check foam in place, close up in case of robbing

Check Hive 2 for drones emerging.

Check Hive 12 for Eggs laying/brood.

Tasks for 8/8

Put on clearer boards for all supers to be extracted. Swap empty frames for full if needs be. Spare clearer boards are on the Right Hand equipment pile (next to WBC Hive).

Release drones Hive 2.

Check Hive 12, Unite?

Tasks for 22/8

Add Ekes and Apiguard to all hives.

Remove cleared super from Hive 2.

22/8  Apiguard Batch 07G0551 BBE 07/2013 applied 22/8/10 to all hives.

