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If you would like to receive all newsletters via email, please email me at bedfordshirehoney@hotmail.co.uk and I will include you on the distribution list. 
In this newsletter:  Stop Press; Bedfordshire BKA AGM; Beds BKA Events; Committee News; News from the Apiaries; Other Events; General News: And Finally....
Editors Notes: Beds BKA AGM – 27th February 2010. On behalf of the committee I would like to thank everyone who attended the AGM. It was a very full day, and it is hoped it was interesting and informative for all. Thank you especially for those who manned the various trading and committee stands (who recorded record amounts); for Jenny Ellison who brought the Thorne’s stand along; all those who prepared and delivered reports; to Val Hill and the catering team who provided a wonderful lunch and refreshments; to everyone who provided items for afternoon tea; and finally to everyone who traded in wax to cover the foundation order. Richard Smith reported that 994lb of wax (676 clean, 211 medium, 107 dirty) was traded in on the day which is an absolute record. Richard reported that “it was some of the best quality wax that has ever been collected”. There was however 30lb of wax in two unmarked bags that was included in this total, but the persons who dropped them off have not been paid. If you think this was you, please contact Richard as soon as possible.   This amount of wax covered the foundation order for the AGM, however we will need to order more for summer stocks, so if you have any more wax to trade in, please contact Richard or your local Trading Stockist (see Price List for details).

There were two items of lost property left on the 2nd Hand stall – a large Sellotape dispenser, and a rectangular lunch box. Please contact Sue Cross if these are yours.
Harry Stamper briefed the meeting on excellent results he had got from using Formic Acid to treat Varroa during the winter. There was not enough space to publish his notes in this newsletter, but it will go onto the website. Please contact me if you would like a copy posted or emailed to you.
Please refer to your Year Book for contact numbers / email addresses for the events in this newsletter.

Future Beds BKA Events:  
Beds BKA Members Open Days: Andy Johnston is to hold an Open Day at his apiary in June, date to be confirmed in the May Newsletter.  

Please let any committee member or Sue Lang (newsletter editor) know if you would like to volunteer your apiary for an open day.
Beds BKA Talks:  As per the briefing at the AGM, Anne Cross has confirmed the following events. Both are to be held at Houghton Conquest Village Hall (the Village Hall is located in the centre of the village, not far from the Knife & Cleaver pub) and start at 7.30pm. Anne has been assured the roadworks/road closure is now completed which caused problems at the November meeting.
Wednesday 24th March 2010.  Margaret Dalby will talk about ‘Honey Cookery’. Members partners interested in cookery are welcome to attend this event. There will be lots of goodies that Barbara will cook in her microwave for everyone to try when we have our cup of tea.
Tuesday 20th April 2010. Beds BKA Member Fiona Cook will talk on "Honeybee Biology: Glands, Food & Housework". 

Beds BKA 2010 Honey Show:  This will be held on Saturday 18th September 2010 at Stockwood Park/Discovery Centre Luton. For new beekeepers, there is an excellent section on the Beds BKA Website about preparing honey and other items for shows, well worth a read.

Committee News:
The treasurer commented at the AGM about the amount of money in the deposit account, and the lowly amount of interest it was currently getting. A question was asked from a member if the money could be put into an ISA account which attracts a better rate of interest. The treasurer can confirm his response on the day that ISA’s are not available to charities as they do not pay tax. However he is looking into other types of longer term access (3/6 months) for some of the deposit account money to get a better rate of interest. 
Extractors Available: This is a bit early, but worth repeating for new members. Beds Beekeepers have purchased a number of small extractors for members to borrow. There is no charge, but the extractors must be returned clean and in good condition. They are located with the following people:

Gill Brewer – Ampthill.   
John Dawson – Ickwell. 
Chris Jenkins – Dunstable. 

Ray Smith – Renhold.
Andrew Ullyett - Dunstable
Wally Thrale – Sandy.
Please note, no-one borrowed the machine from Chris Jenkins in 2009.
Keith Morgan (our Regional Bee Inspector) attended the AGM, and mentioned the following event. 

‘Free Workshop on Minimising Colony Losses’. Sunday March 28th 2010, Peterborough Regional College. You must book a place via Keith on keith.morgan@fera.gsi.gov.uk or 01485 520838

Keith recommended all beekeepers to keep “Beebase” updated with their apiary locations. This is so that he and the Seasonal Bee Inspectors can plan apiary inspections (which are a very good thing), and also know apiary locations in case of Notifiable Disease lockdowns.  If you do not have access to a computer to do this, please speak to other members in your area who can help you with this.

https://secure.fera.defra.gov.uk/beebase/
Keith asked that if any members lost colonies over the winter to record them on Beebase so that a regional and national picture can be established.
Bee Buddy Process: Traditionally when people started beekeeping it was usual to ‘apprentice’ them to older more experienced beekeepers who could pass on their knowledge over time. In the last few years this has become almost impossible to do within Bedfordshire Beekeepers because of the huge number of new beekeepers. A Bee Buddy process has been proposed to link up new beekeepers with people in their area who have been keeping bees for a few years, and could assist with questions and queries, and maybe shared inspection sessions. This does not replace the support that District Advisors give, but is aimed to help new beekeepers feel that they aren’t on their own. If you would like to be a Bee Buddy, or are in need of a Buddy, please let Sue Lang know by the end of April. She will then issue a list by district only to those on the list (and their DA). It will then be up to those wanting Buddy’s to contact people in their local area. Those who filled in the form at the AGM are already on the list, thanks.
2010 Year Book: Andrew Ulyett is now putting the 2010 Year Book together. If you have an article or report to be included, please contact Andrew immediately.

Notes from the Trading Committee: 
We had a good day on Saturday at the AGM. Trading was brisk and we were all kept busy. During the course of the year we speak to many people on the phone and it is nice to be able to put names to faces when you come to the stall. 

Many people had pre-ordered which worked well because they were able to order items such as foundation in sizes other than that normally stocked. Also their orders were already made up and receipts filled out which saved a lot of time on the day.

A big thank you to all those who gave us wax for the wax exchange. We received over 940lbs wax which covered the foundation order for the AGM.  We are already collecting for the wax exchange for the next order of foundation so please keep it coming in. It doesn't matter if the amount you give is large or small it all adds up and helps keep the prices you pay down.   
We have now managed to speak to our jar suppliers, Freeman and Harding. If anyone wishes to place a private order at the prices agreed for the Association, they are welcome to do so providing they are a member of Bedfordshire Beekeepers Association. Orders have to be in multiples of pallet loads with the minimum amount ordered being one pallet full. To place an order phone Wendy Faulkner on 01322 351315 Tell her you are a member of Bedfordshire Beekeepers and give her your membership number. 

Private orders are placed by yourselves via Wendy. They will be delivered to you direct and invoiced directly to yourselves.  It has been agreed that Wendy can phone and check that people are members if she needs to. 

Finally Steve Kennedy and Wally Thrale have kindly agreed to stock a small amount of foundation and have been added on to the attached stock/price list. 

Private order: Sue Lang is looking to place an order with F&H, but does not need a complete pallet of jars. If you would like to order 5-10 boxes, can collect them on delivery day and store them yourself please contact Sue direct.
Beds BKA Clothing Range: The Committee have approved an update to the Beds BKA Logo (see top of this newsletter), and this is being used on a new range of clothing. Orders are going direct to the company providing the items, and will only be available to Beds BKA members, not the general public. An order form is included with this newsletter, and samples were modelled at the AGM.
Beds BKA at Events in 2010. [Editor: This article has been repeated from the January newsletter so that the many new members have a chance to understand this]. 

Sue Cross has taken over the organisation of many of these events from Wally. If you wish to volunteer for any of the events during this year, please let her know which one(s). Some guidance notes have been put together which will clarify some things.

“Each year Beds BKA is invited to a number of Open Days around the county. These range from the rather small, e.g. Bedford Museum to the quite large, e.g. Woodworks! 
Any member of the Association may attend these events to man the stand. The purpose of the display is to inform and educate the public of the importance of pollinating insects in the environment, especially honeybees. For larger events Beds BKA arranges a major display incorporating an observation hive, skep making, candle rolling, honey tasting and honey sales. Members who attend an event to man the stand may bring honey for sale. The format that has recently evolved in that each type of honey supplied is available for tasting. This enables the public to choose a honey that suits their taste. Members are requested not to promote their own honey.
Each member selling honey must complete a stock sheet provided by the event organiser before sales commence. At the end of each day the stock sheet is completed with the number of jars left for each member. This enables the organiser to calculate how much each member is due to receive. In the event of a shortfall then this amount is shared equally between the members. A shortfall can occur if jars are stolen during the day or mistakes made when giving change. If Association honey is available this can be sold as per member’s honey. The funds are then returned to the Association as income.
For weekend events it is strongly recommended that no stock is left within the display area overnight - even if security is present. Members who leave stock do so entirely at their own risk”. 
Please note the contact person if you would like to volunteer to man the stand.
Young Farmers Show. Saturday 22nd May 2010, Pertenhall. Contact Ray Smith.

Bedforshire Country Show, Saturday 10th/Sunday 11th July, near Biggleswade. Contact Sue Cross. You can do either one or both days.
Langford Village Fete. Saturday 3rd July near Biggleswade. Contact Sue Cross.

Wrest Park Craft & Design Festival Saturday 28th to Monday 30th August 2010. Contact Sue Cross.

Woodworks! Saturday 4th/Sunday 5th September 2010. Near Marston Moretaine. Contact Sue Cross.

Apple Day Bromham Sunday 17th October 2010. Contact Sue Cross.
 

Training
BBKA Modules: Good Luck to all those taking BBKA Intermediate Modules on Saturday 21st March, and to Fiona Cook for organising this winters Module 3 study group and booking the exam location.
BBKA Basic Training: The British Beekeeping Association has a structured education framework which aims to promote knowledge and skill in beekeeping. The Basic Assessment is a one hour practical and oral exam which is the starting point on this framework.

On Saturday 12th June we will be running a training day to prepare beekeepers for the Basic exam, with theory in the morning and practical beekeeping in the afternoon. If you have kept bees for two years or more and are interested in coming, please contact Gill Brewer on 01525 718550 or the_brewers@btinternet.com. Further training days are going to be arranged at Shefford and Stockwood Apiaries, so please still register your interest with Gill even if you cannot make this date.
 
For more information or a copy of the syllabus, have a look at this link: http://www.britishbee.org.uk/examinations_and_assessments.php Having attained the Basic Certificate, beekeepers who wish to learn more can go on to sit written theory exams or practical husbandry exams (as per the Module 3 study group led by Fiona Cook). 
Equipment Building Training Day:

We will be holding another Equipment Building Day on Sunday 18th April 2010. It will be held at Randalls Farm, Stewartby. 10am till 4pm. 

This is free of charge and open to anyone who would like help/advice or just moral support in building items of beekeeping equipment, be it a complete hive, nuc.box, mesh floor or anything you wish to bring along on the day. Bring along a packed lunch, tea and coffee is available. 

We have plans for Mesh floors and nuc. boxes available beforehand. 

No need to book a place, but if you could let Sue Cross know if you plan to attend that would help. She can also send you directions.

Swarm Control Day: A repeat of last year’s very successful course run by Peter Tomkins is to be held on Sunday 25th April 2010 at the Stockwood Apiary in Luton. Please note, this is aimed specifically at those who attended the 2008 beginner’s course or those who started prior to 2008. If you attended last year’s course, please do not apply again as numbers are limited to 30. Please contact Wally Thrale to book your place.

Foul Brood Recognition: Sunday 25th July 2010. Stockwood Apiary Luton. This is with Keith Morgan our Regional Bee Inspector. Numbers are limited to 30, so please book your place with Mike Niemann.
Microscopy Course. Following the success of the day in 2009, Andy Johnston is considering holding another course in Autumn 2010. Please let Andy know if you would be interested in attending.
Queen Rearing Group: As announced at the AGM, Paul Walton would like to facilitate a group of people interested in Queen Rearing. Please contact Paul for more information.
Provision of Bees to Beginners and Swarm Control List: Andrew Beer and Pat Gavin have done some sterling work in this area. They are proposing a list is put together to co-ordinate members who may have nucs for sale in the spring, or smaller colonies they would have united in the autumn, as well as full size hives. The intention is that all beginners who wish to start beekeeping in 2010 have a chance to get some bees, and not have to rely on swarms. See attached note for more details – this also includes information about the swarm control process which many people would already have volunteered themselves for via the subscription form.

News from the Apiaries:  

Shefford and Stockwood Training Apiaries: 
Both sites are beginning to prepare for the new season, hives are being monitored for pest damage and are being fed. Beginner’s sessions for April/May are being organised, those who attended/are attending the 2010 beginners courses will be contacted direct to book their introductory sessions. 
Stockwood Apiary has a ‘Beehaus’ on loan for 2010, and will be stocked with bees as soon as possible.

General Apiary News
A clarification from Andrew following Jan/Feb notes regarding disposal of comb debris after boiling/wax rendering.
1. Some members may simply be uncertain whether or not they have got Foul Brood in their combs. If in any doubt BURN.

2. Richard Smith has pointed out to me that AFB/EFB has been found in the past in Bedfordshire. In these situations play safe and BURN.

3. May I just give this reminder that if you find or suspect Foul Brood, Shut up the colony (you can leave ventilation screen in place providing other bees cannot reach it), and bring in your local bee Inspector at one.
Thanks again to Andrew Beer for March and April Apiary notes.
MARCH NOTES

Following January’s snows, temperatures have remained generally at or a few degrees above freezing but bees have taken advantage of warm breaks.

1.Change Floors

On a cold, not frosty, day proceed as follows:

· take off and upend roof.

· straddle remainder of hive over roof so that sides of roof support hive floor.

· put clean floor and entrance block where hive originally stood.

· break propolis seal between dirty floor and brood body with hive tool.

· lift hive less dirty floor onto clean floor.

· replace roof.

· scrape clean/blow-torch dirty floor for re-use elsewhere.

A quick job – even easier with two people, but note the following: Light the smoker just in case..! Some of the latest floors with Varroa under-trays will not withstand blowtorching especially those with some plastic parts. The easiest alternative is to prepare hot water/soda crystal mix and scrub down.  I am now using wire floors without under-rays. If I find them clean and clear of debris, I shall leave in place; only dirty ones will get the water/soda treatment (as above).

2. First Spring Inspection.

Exact timing, as always, depends on the weather but often can be done in the first ten days of March. Choose a warm sunny day when bees are flying freely. Inspection should always be minimal because the risk of bees balling their queen is much greater before full spring activity has got underway. N.B. In a case of balling, the bees surround their queen in a ball of about the size of a golf ball and crush her to death.

Colonies flying freely need no more than a cursory inspection at this time. 

Colonies showing little activity or wholly inactive must be inspected. I suggest you proceed as follows.

Open these hives so that you can see the tops of brood combs and the gaps between them.

If you wish, remove unoccupied combs for closer inspection quietly but not combs occupied by bees or within the cluster. 

All colonies - feed as necessary (see February’s notes) and remember that March is the killer month for starvation and expanding large colonies can starve fastest of all. Any further inspections barring emergencies must await Second Spring Inspection.         

3. Second Spring Inspection.

This may be as late as April. Again, much depends on the weather.

Wait until bees are out of winter and in to spring mode and full spring activity has begun. The simple fact is that bees, barring some emergency, must have got into full Spring  activity as seen at hive entrances for, say, at least 7 days before hives can be opened up and combs taken apart and examined. Even then, that examination should be carried out with the minimum disturbance. At all inspections try to apply Ted Hooper’s 5 tests, (Ted Hooper “Guide to Bees and Honey” (4th edition 1977), p.102) which are:

1. Has the colony sufficient room?

2. Is the queen present and laying the expected quantity of eggs?

3. a – (early in the season) Is the colony building up in size as fast as other colonies in the apiary?

b – (mid season) Are there any queen cells present in the colony

4.   Are there any signs of disease or abnormality?

5.   Has the colony sufficient stores to last until the next inspection?

And act accordingly. If you look at Ted Hooper’s book or any standard bee books guidance and answers will readily be found to each of these questions so I will limit myself to a number of comments.

· You may find no brood. If so, queen probably dead. Check if queenless and if so shake combs/hive clear of bees at the entrance of the nearest strong stock and leave bees to fend for themselves.

· You find slabs of drone brood in worker cells in regular pattern perhaps with scattered worker brood. Queen is or is becoming a drone breeder and must be destroyed. Then unite by newspaper method with strong stock or shake at entrance of another hive as above.

· You find drone brood scattered in worker cells laid haphazardly with some cells having one or more eggs in them. Indicates that queen has gone and some workers are laying. You cannot unite by newspaper method as workers likely to kill any queen. Shake hive/bees at entrance of another hive, as above.
Some take time-consuming steps to keep non-queenright stocks going. This will be virtually impossible at least until there is a steady supply of queens later in the year and probably uneconomic as colony in trouble likely to contain elderly bees.  

                  NEVER UNITE IF DISEASE IS SUSPECTED.

· Take any opportunity to mark queens. At this time it should be an easy task with a marking cage and should help you find the queen when the hive has 50,000 + occupants. The 2010 colour is blue. 

· This will also be a good opportunity to clip queens wings. Personally, I don’t. 

· Some beekeepers give a stimulative feed or “spread the brood” to expand colonies for early crops, especially rape. For explanation, see “the books”.  Personally I find the problem is rather holding colonies back so that they do not advance too quickly and get in to swarming mode in April.

If second inspection has to be delayed for any reason but bees need more space, immediately add queen excluder and supers and deal with inspection later. Preferably use drawn combs at this time, but if foundation only let bees have a run of 1 super without excluder until they rise into it then put the queen excluder (and queen) back to proper positions!

April Notes:

Today, 25th February, I have changed floors. Most of my colonies are kept on wire floors without under trays. The only debris found was dead bees, the usual accumulation of wax capping’s and general slime presumably having fallen through the wires. A quick shake-off of bees was all that was needed before the floors were back for re-use. All colonies had quite a lot of food but one had died out from isolation starvation I.e. no food on frames holding cluster of bees which was unable to reach in the cold weather food on adjoining combs. As a precaution all colonies have been given a 2kg bag of sugar – the bag is given a slight slit, it is dunked in water and the resulting mush is placed, slit down, below clearing board in eke directly over the cluster of bees – with more feed to follow if necessary. Please forgive this “blowback” to February but the above may still be relevant when these notes reach you.

Now fast forward…

Once we have got our bees through winter and bees are flying freely in Spring and pollen is abundant on any warm day, a priority for all beekeepers is to minimise or delay the risk of bees swarming and should bees demonstrate any intention to do so, to ensure that the swarm or increase is in a way which the beekeeper controls.

Reducing the risk of swarming. Here are some measures

· Ensure bees have enough space in particular the queen to lay. 
· Add a couple of supers above an excluder as soon as bees are occupying, say, 75% of brood chamber,    placing a sheet of newspaper between the 2 supers so that bees don’t go into upper super until they 
have  used the lower one (use one super only if a further brood box is to be added (see below)) 
· Replace all blackened, generally grotty, combs in brood chamber with fresh frames of foundation 
or some good drawn combs. N.B. NBU suggests 50% replacement of combs per year. Put discarded 
combs in further brood box which is then placed above the one super. De-cap any honey in these 
combs. After 2/4 weeks all brood and honey will be hatched and cleared and box can be removed. 
Go back to further brood box after 7 days and destroy any queen cells.

N.B. If you place a board between super and this further brood box with a hole just wide enough for bees to pass, the honey will be cleared more quickly because bees think they are robbing ! Finally don’t forget to put a suitable stick of wood under one corner of the brood box to allow drones to escape.

Some beekeepers equalise colonies so that they are at similar strength and can be treated as one unit. For example some swap the stations of strong and weak stocks, some move frames of brood from one colony to another, some simply chuck bees about between colonies. To be successful it needs considerable experience and is not a course for beginners and anything which stresses bees or neighbours is simply not on. DON’T DO IT IF DISEASE IS SUSPECTED.

Practical approach to dealing with swarming.

· The experts say that not all bees will swarm every year. As a generalisation in my experience most strong colonies will if given a chance and every colony once committed to swarming will pursue that goal in the absence of an effective response from the beekeeper or the frustration of the colony’s plans. 
· You have got to work with the bees not against them. That means that such holding measures as cutting out queen cells are at worst a total waste of time and at best simply delay the inevitable.
· Basically, the question is not “Will your bees swarm/” but “When?” The beekeeper must plan accordingly.
· Swarming usually occurs between the beginning of April and the end of July so from 1st April (no joke!) to at least the end of June you must make weekly inspections of each colony (at critical times more frequently – see below) to see whether it is making preparations to swarm. Weather and forage may vary these dates.
· How will you know your colony intends to swarm? Indeed, how will you know your colony does not intend to swarm? Answers will almost always be found by your inspection of the brood box.
· On your inspection  you may find:

	No of cells resembling the base of an acorn, (called by beekeepers play cells) or queen cells.
	Assume no intention to swarm until your next weekly inspection.

	Empty play cells, but no queen cells and no larval jelly.
	Ditto

	Play cells with eggs
	The beginning of swarming process, but it could be abandoned or delayed (see below).

	Open play cells or queen cells, with larval jelly or larvae
	Colony intent on swarming unless its plan is interrupted by beekeeper or other frustrating factors.

	One or more sealed queen cells
	Queen/swarm gone probably but they could still be there (see below).


At these inspections keep at the front of your mind:
· a new queen spends about 3 days as an egg
· a new queen spends about 5 days as an open larva after she ceases to be an egg
· usually the old queen will lead out a swarm at any time after the first queen cell is sealed, normally immediately  or the day after that happens at the end 8 days
N.B. Each period can vary e.g. due to nutrition.

Applying the foregoing if you see:
· only eggs in play cells or queen cells - you can expect a swarm to emerge, according to ages of the eggs, between 5 and 7 days later (but swarming could be abandoned or delayed e.g. due to adverse weather)
· Unsealed larvae in queen cells – you can expect a swarm to emerge, according to the ages of the larvae between 1 – 5 days later.

· One (or more) sealed queen cells – queen and swarm probably gone – see below.

It follows that your time for preventing swarming is dictated by the ages of the earliest egg or larva. For example, if the earliest egg is 2 days old and the colony maintains its intent to swarm (see above) you have about 6 days to implement your swarm action plan; again if the earliest larva is 4 days old, you have about 1 day to take action. You need to do your best to ascertain the ages of eggs or larvae and err on the safe side.
Assume you have a swarm-intent colony, what do you do? Adapt if you wish any plan (and there are a myriad of complex, confusing, time-consuming and conflicting ones) for stopping your bees swarming and dealing with the situation. None is foolproof. I would suggest however that you adopt either the Artificial Swarm Method or the Nucleus Method set out by Adrian Waring in his book “Teach Yourself Beekeeping”. There is no point in my repeating Adrian’s methods here, and I do not do so. 

Some beekeepers clip their queens. If so, the periods for swarm control will be longer. You will all know the joke “Bees don’t read books” and it surely applies to swarms. There will be occasions when bees don’t follow “the rules” and a swarm despite your best endeavours will get away. That, I fear, is beekeeping – perhaps not beekeeping!
It must not be forgotten that bees can produce queen supercedure cells. These cells are longer, smoother, less crinkly than swarm queen cells and invariably are found on the face of combs, probably no more than 5 or 6. They indicate bees intend to replace queen in near future rather than swarm and you should leave your bees to it because you may obtain a first class queen that way. You may be tempted to make up a nucleus or two with some of these cells.

Some other points.
· Left to their own devices, an emerging swarm may be a legal nuisance and good relationships with the public demand that we, as beekeepers, control swarming.
· If you go to your bees and find sealed queen cells it is just possible that your bees have not swarmed and the queen will be found in which case put into operation your swarm control plan soonest.
· For swarm control, those with a few colonies have a great advantage over those with many because they hopefully have more time to give to their colonies during the height of the swarm season. In particular I would suggest if you find only eggs in any colony you go onto a 3-day inspection programme so that if eggs develop into larvae indicating that the colony really intends to swarm you can operate your swarm control plan in time.

It must not be forgotten that a worker egg less than 4 days old can be “converted” by colony into a queen. For example, suppose a beekeeper inspects a colony on Day 2, the colony starts developing a worker as a queen on Day 3 the old queen and swarm could depart on or after Day 8. before the next inspection on Day 9. This can happen in any circumstances, usually if the beekeeper has been cutting down queen cells. This is another reason for more intensive inspections at critical times.

I have spent quite a lot of time on swarm control in this note in the hope that it would be particularly helpful to beginners.

Other thoughts: To my mind there is a particularly easy way in which the beekeeper can increase their colonies of bees as part of the swarm control process with little significance for the honey crop. Instead of cutting down to 1 the number of queen cells in the queen raising unit (i.e. the unit which is producing the new queen under either of the above swarm control plans), once sealed leave one queen cell with that unit but use further queen cells from the unit for setting up 1 perhaps 2 nuclei according to the strength of the unit, any nuclei to contain adequate amounts of bees, brood and food appropriate to it (see standard books). The nuclei should be put some 10 yards from the unit and face in a different direction to it. Any entrance is blocked (in narrow position) with grass for a couple of days and suitable feed added. In due course a fine queen may emerge and be got into lay. The plan works even better if you can move nuclei at least 3 miles in which case entrances can remain open in narrow position. Don’t move nuclei back to their original site (or elsewhere) until the queens are mated, otherwise queens may become homeless after mating flights! The nuclei will need steady feeding and benefit from additional combs of brood from elsewhere from time to time. Try 

this even if you don’t want the extra bees yourself – there are plenty who do and, in my view, it is vital that those wanting bees get them. 

Finally, if it is not too early to think through your plans for extracting your early May crop – and getting ready. My extraction arrangements last year were fraught because of wasps gaining access to my extraction room something which I am currently taking steps to stop.

Other Events:
Open Weekend Rothamsted Research Station, Harpenden. Saturday 22nd / Sunday 23rd May. Our science supports sustainable agriculture and the environment and ranges from the molecular level to ecosystem and landscape studies.  Visit our world class laboratories; Meet the scientists; Explore the Rothamsted estate by foot or by bus  » Have a cream tea at the 16th century Rothamsted Manor house.

http://www.rothamsted.bbsrc.ac.uk/Research/Centres/Content.php?Section=OpenWeekend
General News: 
Martin Cross mentioned an organisation at the AGM that provides practical support for those people who have Epi-Pens for allergies (especially for Bee Sting allergy). They can provide ‘practise’ Epi-pens, and also provide a subscription expiration reminder service.

http://www.alk-lifeline.co.uk/pages/home.aspx 

Thank you to David Smith for this article:
Vitamin Bee - A new attempt to save the most vital workers in the orchards. Mar 4th 2010 | LOS ANGELES | From The Economist print edition
“AT THIS time of year Gordon Wardell loves to stand amid the almond blossoms in California’s San Joaquin valley, listening to the “low-pitch, warm, happy hum” of millions of bees. But the bees are not as happy as they sound, which is why Mr Wardell, who has a PhD in entomology and is a de facto bee doctor, is here.  More than 80% of the world’s almonds are grown in California and, to pollinate them, the 7,000 or so growers hire about 1.4m of America’s 2.3m commercial hives. Thousands of trucks deliver the hives in February—from Maine, Florida, the Carolinas and elsewhere—and will soon pick them up again. The bees’ job is to flit from one blossom to the next, gorging themselves and in the process spreading the trees’ sexual dust. Since 2006, however, bees have been suffering from “colony collapse disorder” (CCD), a mysterious affliction that has drastically reduced their numbers. As a result, says Joe MacIlvaine, the president of Paramount Farming and the largest almond-grower in the world, the rental cost of a hive has tripled in the past five years to about $150. Bee rental now accounts for 15% of Paramount’s costs.
So Paramount has hired Mr Wardell, who has been studying bees for 30 years and CCD since it broke out. Its cause may be mobile-telephony radiation, viruses, fungi, mites and pesticides—or none of the above. In the absence of a clear explanation, Mr Wardell is concentrating on something different: nutrition. A healthy worker bee spends about four weeks in its hive, feeding on protein-rich pollen and nursing larvae, and then another two weeks in the field eating sugary honey until its proteins are depleted and it dies. For some reason bees are getting too little protein in the hive, thus dying after only about four weeks, almost as soon as they venture outside. So Mr Wardell is force-feeding them protein. He owns a patent for MegaBee, which he says “looks like cookie dough”. He puts a bit of this into the hives, blocking the bees’ entrance so that they have to chomp their way through it. As part of his new job, Mr Wardell is working with beekeepers across the country to supplement bee diets everywhere. So far he has noticed that hives are smaller this year and some colonies still collapsing. But he has hopes that his cookies will work, bringing more of a buzz next year”.
Thanks also to David for this article from the Daily Mail 1st March 2010.

It's the latest buzz: How owning an urban hive could save Britain's honey bee. By David Derbyshire Environment Editor 

“A campaign to save Britain's honey bee by encouraging people in towns and cities to keep bees in their back gardens is launched today. The Co-operative says urban hives could reverse the worrying decline in bee numbers over the last few decades. But while some people will welcome the arrival of colonies of honey bees in their streets and suburbs, the spread of urban beekeeping could lead to tensions between neighbours. Bee numbers have fallen dramatically in Britain over the last few years. In England, the population has shrunk by 54 per cent since the 1980s as a result of pesticides, industrial farming and disease. Farmers say the decline could be disastrous for agriculture. The insects are vital for pollinating crops and are worth an estimated £200 million to farming each year. Now the Co-op is launching a campaign to encourage people in towns and cities to take up beekeeping - and put hives in their gardens and on their rooftops.   Last year, it piloted a scheme to train would-be beekeepers on allotments in Manchester. This year, it will roll out the idea to other cities. Paul Peacock, an amateur beekeeper who is helping to run the project, said people did not need a large garden to keep bees - but conceded they could be a source of neighbourly tension. However, careful positioning of hives - which can contain 30,000 bees - and sensible beekeeping removed most of the problems. 'You can stop them from swarming and landing in your neighbour's garden by artificially swarming them once a year,' he said.  'And if you build a frame around the hive with fences, hedges or a shed, then the bees are forced to fly up 10 feet in the air before they leave the garden, making it unlikely that a neighbour will notice them at head height.' Urban beekeepers taking part in the scheme will be encouraged to take out insurance, just in case. Paul Monaghan, head of social goals at the Co-operative, said: 'Nature's number one pollinating machine appears to be breaking down and no one knows for sure why. 'Urban beekeeping is becoming increasingly popular and could be a vital tool in the reverse of honeybee decline in the UK.' Under the scheme, people can attend a free two-day course on beekeeping - and are provided with free equipment, bees and a plastic "beehaus" hive.

The company is also be giving away hundreds of thousands more packets of wildflower seeds, containing bee favourites such as poppies, cornflowers, white campion and corncockle.

Last year the Government's conservation agency Natural England urged householders in towns and cities to consider keeping bees in their gardens and on rooftops or even balconies to counter declining honeybee populations.  Natural England, also backed the launch of the "beehaus" design of beehive and called on people to support bees - including wild bumblebees - by planting insect-friendly plants in their gardens.  

UK beekeeping courses are regularly oversubscribed in the UK. Last year, the British Beekeepers' Association reported a 25 per cent jump in membership to 15,000 people”.
David also found this item which he was telling me about at the AGM:

It's in the Times on Line, dated 21.02.10, the comment I quoted i.e.:-
 "A defense research laboratory in Los Alamos has found they [bees] can be trained within 20 minutes to recognize a particular chemical. It proposes putting bees in a detecting machine with a monitor that registers a signal when the bees stick out their tongues. But the logistics of carrying bees inside army vehicles moving around Afghanistan have proved unworkable."

 

Comes about 24 paragraphs down!!!!!!

For Sale:

Fondant: Fiona and Peter Cook have found a source of catering fondant that is suitable for feeding bees - it comes in boxes of 15kg, but they can cut it up into 1 kg amounts. Cost is £1.25 per kg.  Please contact Fiona direct.

Bees for sale: Overwintered colonies @ £120 each, for collection mid/late April. Woodware to be returned within 7 days. Subject to successful wintering and availability-everything looks good at the moment. Five frame nuclei in early June-with home produced queens from North German bred Carnica line @ £120 each. Contact: Ken Gorman, email: kennethgorman@tiscali.co.uk Tel: 07779 801774
And Finally!  

This is my favourite recipe for Honey Flapjack – it works every time. It is from ‘The Honey Cookbook’ by Charlotte Popescu. Please send me your favourite honey recipes.
Melt 4oz Butter or Margarine, 2oz Brown Sugar and 3 Tablespoons Honey in a large saucepan. Remove from heat and stir in 8oz Porridge Oats (or half Oats, half Alpen). Press into an 8” square baking tin, and bake in a medium oven (Gas 4, 180C, 160C Fan, 350F) for 20 minutes. Remove from oven and mark into squares. Remove from tin when cold and break into marked pieces. Will keep for about a week in an air tight tin (if they last that long!).




