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If you would like to receive all newsletters via email, please email me at bedfordshirehoney@hotmail.co.uk and I will include you on the distribution list. 
In this newsletter:  This is an extra newsletter as there are some things that cannot wait for the next scheduled in September.
Future Beds BKA Events:  
Beds BKA Members Open Days: 
Ray Smith is planning an open day near Cardington on Saturday 7th August 2.30pm start.  There will be signposts from Cardington Village (just off A421 south of Bedford). Map Reference is TL098459 (for the track off Southill Road), you can put map references into Multimap etc as there is no postcode available.  Ray will be starting to put Varroa treatments on, and assessing for autumn feeding.
Sue and Danny Lang are opening their Cranfield Apiary up in September (Saturday 25th September, 2.30pm start). Focus will be sorting out the hives for winter. Map reference is SP991442, postcode for the farm is MK43 0QG. Please note, the track from the main road to the farm is not suitable for low slung, sporty vehicles (or even Volvo V40’s). 
Beds BKA Talks:  Anne Cross has been busy and has already booked up all the talks for winter 2010/11.   All are at Houghton Conquest Village Hall and start at 7.30pm.
Tuesday 5th October 2010, Peter Tomkins will be coming along to speak to us.  His talk is entitled "60 years - Man & Bee"

Tuesday 2nd November 2010, Claire Waring will be coming along to talk to us. Her talk will be entitled "Big Bees, Little Bees & Bees that don't sting". 

The January talk will be a DIY evening by Beds BKA members. If you have a specific interest in an area of beekeeping, and can do a 20 minute talk on it please contact Anne Cross to volunteer (so far we have Wally Thrale, Andy Johnston, Mike Niemann).

Tuesday 15th March, Dr Juliet Osborne This will be a scientific talk with regard to "Honey Bees, Bumble Bees & other insects”. 
Martin Buckle will be talking on Thursday 28th April on ‘Preparing for the Honey Show’. 

Beds BKA 2010 Honey Show:  This will be held on Saturday 18th September 2010 at Stockwood Park/Discovery Centre Luton. For new beekeepers, there is an excellent section on the Beds BKA Website about preparing honey and other items for shows, well worth a read.  
Bedfordshire Beekeepers Christmas Social has been booked for Saturday 11th December. This will be held at The Club, Cranfield again. Cost approx £11. Please contact Anne Cross to book your place, limited to 60 people.

The 2011 AGM is booked for Saturday 26th February 2011 at Flitwick Village Hall. The speaker will be Clive de Bruyn.
Committee News:
Extractors Available: Especially for new members. Beds Beekeepers have purchased a number of small extractors for members to borrow. There is no charge, but the extractors must be returned clean and in good condition. They are located with the following people:

Gill Brewer – Ampthill.   
John Dawson – Ickwell. 

Chris Jenkins – Dunstable. 


Ray Smith – Renhold.
Andrew Ulyett – Leighton Buzzard
Wally Thrale – Sandy.

Membership

We now have 364 members of Bedfordshire Beekeepers Association, 109  of which are new members who have joined this year.
Notes from the Trading Committee: 

There is a new Price/Stock list out this July. The main changes being to the type of jar stocked. The new stock of Honey Buckets has arrived, which also heralds a new price. They are now £2.30 per bucket.

 

Varroa Treatments:  
Apiguard is on order and should be here by the end of next week. 

Apistan will not be stocked because Varroa mites have shown some resisitance to this product.

Hive Clean ....we are getting good feedback from people re this product and will continue to stock it. 

We have some sachets which are out of date. These are being sold off at 4 sachets for £1 .

New stock has also been ordered and should arrive soon.

 

There are a few new products out one of which Varroa-Gard is currently being trialled by the two Association Apiaries. Once we have feedback on these products we will pass it on to you all via the Newsletter.

 

We will soon be stocking the Vita feed Green in the 250ml size ( 5 colonies).

There is also a 1 litre size ( 20 colonies) which we will not be stocking but will order once we have sufficient orders.....contact Sue Cross on 01234 764365 or e/m marcr612@aol.com  Prices to be confirmed on the above. In order to recieve this item in time for the Autumn feeding we need any orders in a soon as possible please. The Vita website address is www.vita-europe.com
I copied the following info on Vitafeed Green from their website.

 

“VitaFeed Green® is an enhanced liquid feed for honeybees that strongly stimulates colony development. Based on essential oils, VitaFeed Green is a natural product rich in nutrients that can be used at any time of year.VitaFeed Green is ideally suited for colony strengthening in preparation for winter, or build-up in springtime, and provides a wide spectrum of protection”. 

We are also still collecting clean wax for the next wax exchange. Without this scheme the costs of foundation would rocket. For example we currently charge £4 per pack of 10 sheets of deep wired foundation. If we don't have enough clean wax to enable us to use this scheme then the cost for the same product would be £7.85.  We pay or exchange goods to the value of £1.35 per 1lb clean wax. This can be handed to any of our stockists who will give you a receipt for it.
Beds BKA at Events in 2010. 
As you all know the Association has stalls throughout the year at various events where we sell honey from the associations Apiaries if it is available. Alongside this, anyone helping on the stall is welcome to bring along their own honey and honey products i.e. Marmalade and sell that too. If you are an experienced or new beekeeper you are welcome to come along.

 

Below is a list of events at which we have stalls. We are short of volunteers for many of these events so please, if you are interested or wish to know more before committing yourself could you contact  Sue Cross on 01234 764365 or e-mail  marcr612@aol.com  

We do need to know in advance who is attending these events so we can arrange passes for both vehicles and people.
Please note, if the event is for 2 days, you don’t have to be there both days, even a half day will help. Most events we need 4-6 people to man the stall.
Dunstable Downs Kite Festival Sunday 18th July  
Mile Road Allotments  Bedford. Saturday 7th August  
Wrest Park Craft & Design Festival Saturday 28th to Monday 30th August 2010 near Silsoe.
Woodworks! Saturday 4th/Sunday 5th September 2010. Near Marston Moretaine. 
Dunstable Downs Festival Sunday 5th Sept.  
Apple Day Bromham Sunday 17th October 2010. 
Training
Foul Brood Recognition: Sunday 25th July 2010. Stockwood Apiary Luton. This is with Keith Morgan our Regional Bee Inspector. Numbers are limited to 30, so please book your place with Mike Niemann 07841 533613.  You should consider going on this course if you are both a new or more experienced beekeeper. It’s only by being aware and vigilant of bee diseases that we keep Bedfordshire AFB and EFB free.
Please note, despite this being the third time this has been mentioned, only 11 people have contacted Mike to attend. 

Food Hygiene Course: Sue Lang is coordinating another Basic level Food Hygiene course in Cranfield in September/October 2010. Please let her know if you are interested in doing this (we need at least one person with this qualification on our stand at shows). The cost is around £35 plus VAT which the association does not fund.

General News: 
Don Waterhouse received the attached article from a beekeeping friend in Canada.
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