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If you would like to receive all newsletters via email, please email me at bedfordshirehoney@hotmail.co.uk and I will include you on the distribution list. 
In this newsletter:  Stop Press; Beds BKA Events; Committee News; Training; News from the Apiaries; General News; And Finally...
Stop Press: Small Hive Beetle has been found in Hawaii!  This will impact the amount of Queens that are imported into the UK. More details about this are in the July edition of Bee Craft magazine.
Future Beds BKA Events:  
Beds BKA Members Open Days: 
Ray Smith is planning an open day near Cardington on Saturday 7th August 2.30pm start.  There will be signposts from Cardington Village (just off A421 south of Bedford). Map Reference is TL098459 (for the track off Southill Road), you can put map references into Multimap etc as there is no postcode available.  Ray will be starting to put Varroa treatments on, and assessing for autumn feeding.
Sue and Danny Lang are opening their Cranfield Apiary up in September (Saturday 25th September, 2.30pm start). Focus will be sorting out the hives for winter.
Beds BKA Talks:  The talks are now finished for the winter, but Anne Cross has been busy and has already booked up two talks for winter 2010/11.   Both are at Houghton Conquest Village Hall and start at 7.30pm.
Tuesday 5th October 2010, Peter Tomkins will be coming along to speak to us.  His talk is entitled "60 years - Man & Bee"

Tuesday 2nd November 2010, Claire Waring will be coming along to talk to us. Her talk will be entitled "Big Bees, Little Bees & Bees that don't sting". 

The January talk will be a DIY evening by Beds BKA members. If you have a specific interest in an area of beekeeping, and can do a 20 minute talk on it please contact Anne Cross to volunteer.

Tuesday 15th March, Dr Juliet Osborne This will be a scientific talk with regard to "Honey Bees, Bumble Bees & other insects. 
Anne Cross is trying to book Martin Buckle for the April talk on preparing honey for shows. Date to be confirmed. 

Beds BKA 2010 Honey Show:  This will be held on Saturday 18th September 2010 at Stockwood Park/Discovery Centre Luton. For new beekeepers, there is an excellent section on the Beds BKA Website about preparing honey and other items for shows, well worth a read.  
Bedfordshire Beekeepers Christmas Social has been booked for Saturday 11th December. This will be held at The Club, Cranfield again. Cost approx £11. Please contact Anne Cross to book your place, limited to 60 people.

The 2011 AGM is booked for Saturday 26th February 2011 at Flitwick Village Hall. The speaker will be Clive de Bruyn.
Committee News:
Bank Accounts: Following the discussion at the AGM, the Treasurer has been looking into bank accounts that give better interest rates than the currently used ones. One has been selected and is now dealing with the process of transferring some of the reserve funds into it.

Extractors Available: Especially for new members. Beds Beekeepers have purchased a number of small extractors for members to borrow. There is no charge, but the extractors must be returned clean and in good condition. They are located with the following people:

Gill Brewer – Ampthill.   
John Dawson – Ickwell. 

Chris Jenkins – Dunstable. 


Ray Smith – Renhold.
Andrew Ulyett – Leighton Buzzard
Wally Thrale – Sandy.

Bee Buddy Process:   This has now been sent out. If you have any feedback (whether you wanted to be, or needed a buddy) please send it to me (Sue Lang).
Notes from the Trading Committee: 

Please note there are no changes to the Price List. 

Don’t forget to order your Varroa Control as August will be here before we know it!

Provision of Bees to Beginners and Swarm Control List:   
There have been some changes to the Swarm Control list (mainly updates to the Receivers List). This is too large to print with each newsletter, so the Web site has been updated with the latest information. The Collectors List is linked from the Home Page. The Receivers list is within the Members area under ‘Newsletter’. If you would like me to send you a printed version (if you don’t have access to the Internet), please let me know.

Please note, Jason Hillyard is a local pest controller based in Old Warden (Biggleswade district) and is a member of Bedfordshire Beekeepers. In his travels to deal with pests he sometimes encounters bee swarms which he collects. Jason is making swarms available to Beds BKA members, especially beginners who are looking to stock their first hive.  We know that members are often contacted by the public to deal with bees which often turn out to be bumble bees or wasps. If a beekeeper encounters a wasp nest, bees in chimney’s or likewise which is out of your comfort zone, please contact Jason or pass on his details and he will deal with the problem. Jason can be contacted on 07836 270390, or look up ‘Ace Pest Control’ based in Old Warden in Yellow Pages.
Bombus Hypnorum  This is a new Bumble Bee to the UK and has been found to be quite aggressive. This is from Martin Butler: 

“As a beekeeper, I'm occasionally asked to advise on bumblebees and I usually try to persuade people to "put up with them". On Friday, a friend asked me about some bees in a tit nesting box in his daughter's garden. This was my first encounter with The Tree Bumblebee Bombus hypnorum. This is a relatively recent arrival in the UK. Its natural habitat is trees, but it is becoming very common in tit nesting boxes. It is easily recognised, being dark with a ginger thorax and a white tail. 
 Unlike most bumblebees, this particular species is quite aggressive. Fortunately, I had been told about this a few days beforehand, so I was wearing a veil. As I approached, one of the guards at the entrance flew towards me and attached itself to my veil (behaviour that would be quite unacceptable in my bees!).
Anyway, because there are young children in the house, I blocked up the entrance (when they finally stopped flying for the night-about 9.15pm) and took the nest box away to my apiary, where they can be as stroppy as they like!
Not sure if this behaviour is something to do with living in trees (like honeybees)? Presumably, had I been a woodpecker, I would have received a nasty sting on the beak!”.
Beds BKA Clothing Range: The Committee have approved an update to the Beds BKA Logo (see top of this newsletter), and this is being used on a new range of clothing. Orders are going direct to the company providing the items, and will only be available to Beds BKA members, not the general public. An order form is to be placed on the Beds BKA Website for future orders (within the Members Area). Please let Sue Lang know if you would like a form emailing or posting to you.
Beds BKA at Events in 2010. 
As you all know the Association has stalls throughout the year at various events where we sell mainly honey from the associations Apiaries. Alongside this anyone helping on the stall is welcome to bring along their own honey and sell that too. If you are an experienced or new beekeeper you are welcome to come along.

 

Below is a list of events at which we have stalls. We are short of volunteers for many of these events so please, if you are interested or wish to know more before committing yourself could you contact  Sue Cross on 01234 764365 or e-mail  marcr612@aol.com  

We do need to know in advance who is attending these events so we can arrange passes for both vehicles and people.

There was one message on her answer phone about the Museums Bee Day last Sunday which unfortunately she couldn't hear either the name or the phone number to get in touch with you, sorry if you were waiting for a response. 

Langford Village Fete. Saturday 3rd July pm near Biggleswade. WE HAVE NO VOLUNTEERS FOR THIS EVENT!!!!
Bedforshire Country Show, Saturday 10th/Sunday 11th July, near Biggleswade. You can do either one or both days. WE ONLY HAVE 3 PEOPLE EACH DAY FOR THIS EVENT!!
Dunstable Downs Kite Festival Sunday 18th July  
Mile Road Allotments  Bedford. Saturday 7th August  
Wrest Park Craft & Design Festival Saturday 28th to Monday 30th August 2010.
Woodworks! Saturday 4th/Sunday 5th September 2010. Near Marston Moretaine. 
Dunstable Downs Festival Sunday 5th Sept.  
Apple Day Bromham Sunday 17th October 2010. 
Training
BBKA Basic Training:  A Coaching Session was held on June 12th. If you are interested in doing this exam in 2010, please let Sue Lang know as soon as possible. Sessions in Luton and Shefford Apiaries are going to be set up if there is any interest.
Foul Brood Recognition: Sunday 25th July 2010. Stockwood Apiary Luton. This is with Keith Morgan our Regional Bee Inspector. Numbers are limited to 30, so please book your place with Mike Niemann 07841 533613.  Please note, only 6 people have signed up for this event – you should consider going on this course if you are both a new or more experienced beekeeper. It’s only by being aware and vigilant of bee diseases that we keep Bedfordshire AFB and EFB free.
Microscopy Course. Following the success of the day in 2009, Andy Johnston is considering holding another course in Autumn 2010. Please let Andy know if you would be interested in attending.

Food Hygiene Course: Sue Lang is coordinating another Basic level Food Hygiene course in Cranfield in September/October 2010. Please let her know if you are interested in doing this (we need at least one person with this qualification on our stand at shows). The cost is around £35 plus VAT which the association does not fund.

News from the Apiaries:  

Shefford and Stockwood Training Apiaries: 
Both sites are now well into their Beginners training sessions following the evening classes in the spring.  Thanks to Michael Bunyan for stocking a Langstroth Hive for Shefford Apiary. 
Harry Inman’s Bedford (Saturday afternoons) and the Shefford Sessions (each Sunday at 10am) have been very poorly attended for the last few weeks, whilst we know that Luton is absolutely full. If you would like to come along to Shefford (we have 12 hives there now), please call Sue Lang to let her know if you’d like to come there instead. We do have spare suits, but you need to bring your own rubber gloves and boots.

We had a very shocking experience at Shefford on Sunday 27th June, Andy Johnston’s truck was stolen whilst we were with the bees. It was found later the same day in Upper Caldecote where it had been used in a burglary. Please ensure your vehicles are locked when you are at your apiary, and in sight if possible. In future, all Shefford visitors will be asked to park inside the locked gate to ensure they are safe.

Thanks again to Andrew Beer for July Apiary notes.
June, to date (17th) has produced mostly sunny, not particularly hot, days, interrupted by two short spells of really wet weather. How well I know that; “Just down the farm lane, you will get down there easy”, the man said, “and there is a lovely swarm at head height in the next-but-one field.” Several hours later, I and the bees were being rescued by a local farmer in his 4X4 – mine having blown up !

In this perhaps bewitching year, weather wise, some seem to have done rather well and others rather badly (with their bees, I mean). One encouraging fact, I think, is that there is now a lot of moisture in the ground which should help later flows if we get the good weather.

I know the editor has some pretty important stuff this month and the message to me is “Keep it short”, so I will – please forgive the staccato style imposed upon me !

Supers. Keep supering and removing supers including individual frames when they are “ripe”. Removal of individual frames creates more work and can only be justified if you have a few hives. However if you live in an “oil-seed rape area” as most of us do, the extra work involved will help prevent the inevitable residue of oil-seed  honey in frames “contaminating” and crystallising later honeys. Once oil seed rape has been harvested, the need to extract “at once” generally no longer applies. From now on use clearing boards, as the robbing season has almost arrived and bees will be getting more testy. 

Assess your colonies As the honey flow slows down, it is important to assess your colonies. Unless you are in range of borage or similar crops, the main flow is generally over by about July 20th (but in exceptional years like 1977 the main flow started in August!). Once the main flow is over (you will be able to judge that from looking at hive entrances and noting that bees are no longer flying with urgency) make an assessment. Until you have more expertise do try to get an experienced beekeeper to help you because it could make a vital difference as to how your bees fare in 2011 ! The planning starts now ! Another reason for getting on with things is because you need to have hives cleared of supers by about August 10th so that you can apply your Apiguard varroa treatment (Apiguard will not work satisfactorily in low Autumn temperatures). The needs of each apiary will be different but I hope the following points will provide some guide to the way ahead.

Have all supers removed and extracted by August 10th unless there is a late flow. 

From July 1st reduce strong stocks to 4 inch entrances, and weak stocks to 1 inch. All to 1 inch, by 15th August (this will cause some congestion for full colonies but will help prevent robbing among the colonies and by wasps).

As supers are removed, heft hives (if your own body does not “grunt” as you lift a broodbox minus bees supers and roof, it will almost certainly need an immediate feed to bring store levels up to say, 20 lbs. N.B. The main feed is carried out in September – more of that later.

What of the bees themselves? What can you do, what can an experienced beekeeper advise you to do to provide you with good strong stocks in Spring 2011? The following suggestions may help achieve that.

Weak but well-disposed colonies and nuclei. Perhaps a small caste but with a good queen covering say 4 brood frames. Keep feeding, give it a chance to build up as it may be your finest stock next year. It could be helped even further if it can be given from time to time (providing it can cover it with bees) a frame of brood from a healthy colony able to spare it.

The bad girls (and boys), the bees that run all over the place as soon as hive covers are lifted, the bees that for one reason or another make your life (and your neighbours’ lives) a misery, the inveterate swarmers (two or even three times in a season) etc. Unite them, if healthy, with healthy, better stocks. It will probably be best to unite late September/early October because a bad-tempered stock is more likely to kill the queen of the stock to which it is introduced at least until Autumn “sleepiness” sets in and drones are no longer on hand. Unite by newspaper method. If the stock is really nasty, consider killing outright. Block the hive entrance and fill hive with water. Ask experienced beekeepers to advise on the process. 

Do you want more bees? In the past, I have always considered that every beekeeper, to meet family and friends’ needs, probably should have a minimum of three colonies so one can produce, say, 60 lbs, one, say, 20 lbs and one fail to score. This is purely a personal opinion. Given that winter colony losses are now as high as 30% (in a few cases much higher), I suggest the minimum should be four. How do you go about increasing your stocks? See below.

Two methods of increase. The fundamental point is that if you try to increase your bees, during the honey flow season, from existing stocks, you are likely to reduce your total crop. If you attempt to do so later, you can’t affect the crop. If you only want to increase your stocks from, say, two to four, the following suggestions may work for you. N.B. There are many methods for securing increase of stocks: most involve much work, equipment, time and timing and are not appropriate to a new beekeeper wanting a couple of extra stocks.

1. Buy in queens from a reputable breeder. Introduce by nucleus method. Follow the books and get an experienced beekeeper to help.
2. A suggestion of Donald Sims in his book “60 Years with Bees”. You start by removing from your best very strong stock all supers (after clearing bees from them).  The frames can, if necessary, be “ripened” by another colony. In brief, you create the conditions which make the bees want to swarm, you go back to the stock every three to seven days to look out for queen cells and if and when queen cells appear, you remove queen with a frame of brood and one of stores and put into nucleus box. Place box, say, at least ten feet from the original hive, with the entrance of the box facing in another direction. Seal entrance of the box with grass for 72 hours. Remaining bees in original hive are allowed to build up queen cells and when sealed you divide remaining bees, brood and food frames into up to three equal parts and place in separate boxes. Leave the weakest box on the site of the original hive and other boxes elsewhere in the apiary with entrances set in different directions, again, sealed with grass, as above. The bees in each box are allowed to develop into colonies unless united elsewhere. Drifting of older flying bees back to the original site will weaken nuclei not on it. This risk can be wholly removed if nuclei boxes are instead temporarily moved at least three miles away at least until queens are in lay. This course does not guarantee success but may be worth a try. Good luck !
N.B.1. Do not be too ambitious. Remember the bees in each box, unless united with another stock, need to build up for winter. 
N.B.2. Once you have removed supers, bees may need feeding.  

Can I finish by being allowed to remind those with too many bees to consider selling them to members in need? There has already been a surge in the number of swarms recently but we have  members without bees still wanting them, something, I suggest which should concern us all

For details of those still in need of bees, please refer to the Swarm Control List.

A final point, buy your Apiguard now for your August varroa treatment.

Bee Photography Competition

With the continuing success of the Vita Gallery, a free photo gallery for beekeepers, honeybee health company Vita (Europe) Ltd is launching a photography competition. Anyone can submit up to three photos relating to bees or beekeeping to try to win a cash prize, while at the same time contributing to the enormously popular Gallery (www.vita-europe.com) which is benefitting beekeepers across the globe. Since its launch last September, the Vita Gallery - which contains more than 300 images of bees and beekeeping - has received huge interest from beekeepers across the globe.  “The Gallery has users from more than 600 beekeepers in 40 countries and we’ve been delighted by the spontaneous feedback from may of them,” said Jeremy Owen, Sales Director of Vita (Europe) Ltd. “We knew that many beekeepers needed images to accompany their talks on bees and beekeeping – but we never quite realised just how many people give such talks. The Vita Gallery is turning into an important educational tool and we therefore want to expand it by inviting anyone to contribute their best bee-related photos.” The winner of the competition will receive a 50 euro cash prize, plus Vita anti-varroa products for 10 colonies. There is also a special prize for the winner of the under 16s category.   The deadline for entries to the competition is 1 December 2010, allowing plenty of time for people to take some photos this season, or select ones from their collection. 
 How To Enter To enter the competition, just email up to three digital photographs (no larger than 1mb each) relating to bees or beekeeping to vitagallery@vita-europe.com. The theme is broad, with current photographs in the gallery ranging from vintage beekeeping equipment to shots of active colonies and foraging bees. Please include your name, postcode (or equivalent) and country in your email. You may also include captions for your photographs if you wish. Please state if you are under 16 and eligible for the Young Person’s Prize.
Terms and Conditions 
 The deadline for entries to the competition is 1 December 2010.   Entrants must certify that the image/s they are submitting is their own work and that they own the copyright for it. It is the responsibility of each entrant to ensure that any images they submit have been taken with the permission of the subject and do not infringe the copyright of any third party or any laws. In providing images for the competition, each entrant agrees that Vita can put it in the online Vita Gallery for others to use.
General News: 
From Beds BKA Member David Chapman 

“So You Think You Are A Beekeeper

Having written my last article and having it published in this newsletter, the RSPC to the Honey Bee has allowed me a free hand in writing this.  You may well think that this beekeeper has only been a member since 2008, so why should we take notice of him.

Well, I will tell you.  We are in a very SERIOUS WAR.  Our bees are dying, and the much needed funds for research are starting to trickle through much too late.  The plight of our bees has been taken up by all and sundry and, as a result, we are getting inundated with new beekeepers.  I have been keeping bees for 50 years now, having been introduced to them by my zoology teacher, who ran the school bee club.  In all my years of observing my bees, I have never experienced such a serious situation that we find ourselves in now.

Our association, I am sure you will agree, is made up of some very experienced and enthusiastic beekeepers, and I don’t normally like to name names, but the seriousness of the situation demands it.  You will say we have District Advisers, and they are all well-meaning and experienced beekeepers.  To tackle this situation though we only have Audrey Buxton and Sheila Guymer, who have both been bee inspectors in the past, Peter Tompkins with his enviable experience with the Rothamstead Research Station and Yours Truly, me!

The trouble is none of the above are bang up to date.  However, during all my experiences with American Foulbrood, I had the privilege of many meetings at my apiaries with my local bee inspector and numerous correspondence with the National Bee Unit at York.  My local bee inspector was Lindsay Sampford.  It quickly dawned on me that Lindsay had been trained to such a high standard by York, this was the only source of knowledge that is going to get us through this mess.  

And, yes, they are being starved of funds!  Not only that, how on earth are they going to spread themselves over the huge influx of new beekeepers, Sweet Mother of Queen Bees – they aren’t!

The other trouble is the National Bee Unit is fully occupied with samples of dead bees from all over the country to diagnose and also monitoring the general health of the bee population in this country.  This leaves virtually no avenues for research as nearly everything else has been closed down.  As far as I can see, it is virtually only Francis Ratnieks, who has any qualifications to do all the research we need himself!  Quite frankly that is impossible.

In the meantime, as I said in my last article, would it not be prudent to use what has been shown to work to protect your valuable investments (eg £150 per colony at least) rather than panic into using untried methods of treatment which in time may prove to be perfectly okay.  I have had no varroa and no nosema in any of my colonies over the last three years.  I have done this by taking note of what more experienced apiarists have told me.  I strongly recommend all of you consider the same.

I promised our overworked Newsletter Editor that this article would not be so controversial and would be shorter.  I lied!  - But what do you expect from an experienced, enthusiastic beekeeper”.

Editors Response:  All Beekeepers are entitled to their opinions, and publication of this article was at the Editors discretion. I would recommend that ALL beekeepers register their Apiary Site(s) on BEEBASE, which gives you free access to the Seasonal and Regional Bee Inspectors. They can support you and the District Advisors if you have any queries about beekeeping diseases.

https://secure.fera.defra.gov.uk/beebase/index.cfm
Consider also attending the ‘Bee Disease’ workshop on 25th July mentioned above.
Sites Available: 
Pat Ford has a large garden in Cranfield, and would love a beekeeper to site a hive there. Contact her on 01234 750313.

Faye has a garden in Luton off Stockingstone Road. Contact her on 01234 419931.

Blunham Garden: Contact Liz Rowland on 01767 640446 or Rowland318@btinternet.com
For Sale: 
Stephen Shokooh has an extractor for sale. 

Brand new stainless steel 8 frame radial (National) honey extractor for sale £340 Tel 07899-937316.

From Ken Gorman. Quantity of clean, sound WBC equipment-not cedar-one third current catalogue prices.
Bees available: Nuclei with current year queens, hived swarms, brood chamber sized colonies with 2009 queens. £70/£120 range. Email for full details: kennethgorman@tiscali.co.uk
Editor: I have been very shocked at the price some beginner beekeepers have been paying for equipment (especially from eBay). If (like Ken) you have any second hand equipment in good repair that you no longer need, please let me know and it can be advertised in future newsletters.

And Finally!  

David Smith sent this link from You Tube:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OGFz9gt0-Fc&feature=related
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